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the Khedive was invited, and in order to ensure
that co-operation His Highness was allowed a far
freer hand in dealing with nuftters, chiefly of a
personal character, which specially interested
him, than he had previously enjoyed. British
guidance was reduced to a minimum, and the
Egyptian Ministers, as also their principal sub-
ordinates, were made to feel that they must act
on their own responsibility and to the best of
their own judgment.

I have said that an experiment of this nature
was inevitable. I may now add that it was as
well that it should have been tried. Nothing
short of an actual experiment would have con-
vinced the Egyptian public and the extreme
English sympathisers with Egyptian aspirations
that, given the existing facts and the material
available, a sudden change from tutelage to
almost complete independence could not be
effected without a serious dislocation of the
whole political and administrative machinery of
the country. The attempt to ensure the cordial
co-operation of the Khedive was sound enough
in principle, but the price which had to be paid
in order to ensure that co-operation was excessive.
It involved the revival of some serious abuses
which had been suppressed, such as the shame-
less traffic in grades and decorations, and it
entailed much injustice and even oppression to